
 

 

 
 
 

1165 NORTH HUDSON AVENUE 
PASADENA 

(Abbreviated Fact-sheet) 

 

Year of Completion:   1922 

Style:  Craftsman (This house is an example of how the Craftsman style persisted into the 1920s 
even though the movement is commonly thought to have largely disappeared by 1918.) 

Builder and Probable Designer:   Raldo A. Shirar, Pasadena, a carpenter and building 
contractor.  No architect is identified on the building permit, indicating the contractor designed 
the house himself or relied on commercially available plans or pattern books.  

Raldo Arvilla Shirar (1885-1945) was a man of many skills, having worked as an electrician, a 
mason, and a carpenter at various times in his life.  Born in Salina, Kansas, the son of a 
carpenter, Raldo relocated to San Diego around 1905 where he worked as a carpenter.  By 1907, 
he had moved to Pasadena where he found employment as an electrician and a concrete 
contractor. He married the former Esther Hubbard, a California native, in 1911 and would have 
four children.   

Perhaps due to the Great Depression and the lack of building jobs, the Shirar family moved to 
Bloomington in the 1930s and took up fruit farming.   By 1940, following a divorce, Mr. Shirar 
was back in Pasadena and advertising his services again as a carpenter and building contractor.  
He died at the age of 60 and is interred at Mountain View Cemetery in Altadena.    

First Owner:   Frederick. E. Taschner, the employee of a grocery company, who shared the 
house with his wife Edna and their teen-aged son.   
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Frederick (“Fred”) Elmer Taschner was born on August 12, 1887 in Newhall, Iowa to Gottlieb 
Taschner, a German-born farmer, and Laura A. (Bachman) Taschner.  By 1900, the family had 
moved to Eden, Iowa. 

In 1907, Frederick Taschner married the former Edna Louise Mort (1889-1967) in Los Angeles.  
She was a native of Michigan but had lived since at least 1900 in Redlands where her father 
Hiram worked as a drayman. Mr. and Mrs. Taschner had one son: Verne Mort Taschner (1908-
1987) who would later become a well-known local radio announcer. 

By 1909, Mr. and Mrs. Taschner had moved to Los Angeles where he found work as a clerk for 
the American Express Company.  Around 1917, he began his career in the grocery business, 
serving as a salesman and shipper for the Bradford Baking Company located at 401 North 
Avenue 20 in Los Angeles.  By 1924, Mr. Taschner was employed as the store manager of the 
Crown Emporium supermarket at 12 East California in Pasadena.  In the 1940s, he worked for 
Youngs Market in Los Angeles.    

Fred Taschner passed away on June 12, 1957 at the age of 69 and is interred at Forest Lawn 
Cemetery in Glendale.  

Building Permits:   The City of Pasadena issued permit #2176 in January 1922 for a one-story, 
five-room residence and garage.  The house, to measure approximately 32 by 37 feet with a 
maximum height of 13.5 feet, would have a concrete foundation, wood-frame exterior walls, 
lath-and-plaster interior partitions, a roof covered in composition shingles, a fireplace, and oak 
floors.  The cost was estimated at $3,500—a typical cost for a new house of this size at the time. 
A copy of this permit is attached on pages 7 and 8. 

A permit was issued in July 1988 to add a bedroom, bathroom, and family room to the house.   
A total of 500 square feet were to be added (although the permit erroneously said 5 square feet).  
A copy of this permit was not found in the City’s scanned permit files. A printed-out version 
from another source is attached on page 9. 
  
A number of other permits were issued in 1988:  to rewire the house (January); install a new 
water main (July); and upgrade the electrical system to 200 amps (October). 

In July 1990, an existing fence was to be replaced with a six-foot-tall chain-link fence at a cost of 
$3,175.   

 (Note: Permits for very minor alterations, such as water heater replacement, are not included.  
Also not included are permits missing from the file or whose microfilmed or digital copies are 
indecipherable and not otherwise recorded or described in Assessor’s records.)    

Significance:  The City of Pasadena has determined that the Taschner house is a contributor to 
the Washington Square Landmark District.  The City’s recording document is attached on pages 
4 through 6. 
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Sources:   

City of Pasadena, Planning and Development Dept., Design & Historic Preservation 
Section (Archives) 

          
City Directories: 1922- 

 Internet Resources, including California Index, California Death Index,  
Gale Biography Master Index, Ancestry.com, and Historic Los Angeles Times 
Database. 

 
 

 

 

 

Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 (office) 
626-241-4471 (cell) 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com  
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